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Dear Friends,

 is year we are celebrating HopeWorks’ 35th anniversary.  It was 
back in the days of the Vietnam War and Watergate that several local faith 
communities decided to create a new kind of outreach to provide hope and 

 ey knew that in 
addition to mental health counseling, some young people needed help in 
addressing questions about life meaning.

     Some things have changed while others have remained the same.  Today 
we are supported not only by faith communities, but also by a diverse cross-
section of generous givers like you.  Our faith fi lled roots continue to feed the 
heartfelt, creative and spiritual dimensions in all of the services we provide.

     When we see young people in our offi  ce for problems related to substance 
abuse, stress, or depression, to name a few, we often see the relationship 
between their presenting issue and the larger questions of meaning.  It is our 
job to help transform these challenges into constructive self-refl ection and 
action.
     
     We are often asked the question, “What does it mean to be an Interfaith 

 e following quote of William Ellery Channing sums up the 
HopeWorks position:

  e great end … is not to stamp our minds upon the young, but to stir up 
their own; not to make them see with our eyes, but to look inquiringly and 
steadily with their own; not to give them a defi nite amount of knowledge, but 
to inspire a fervent love of truth;…In a word, the great end is to awaken the 
soul, to excite and cherish spiritual life.”

     As an interfaith outreach we have a commitment not to lead young people 
in a particular direction but also not to shy away from conversations about 
spirituality.  How do we do this? When appropriate we might ask:

 What is most amazing for you about life?
 Can you do an experiment until we next meet by being more open to  
 your spiritual side?

     With your help we can share the certainty that there is a Presence that 
we can each come to know.  It is often through struggles that we discover a 
deeper spiritual connection that sustains us throughout life.

     May your summer be full of the miraculous,
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We fi rst met Allan Schiff er when he volunteered to 

serve as a facilitator at our Community Conversation 

on Girls’ Relational Aggression.  Since then he has 

been an active participant of Harm2Harmony, the 

group that was called to action after the Community 

Conversation. Allan has lead two rounds of training 

in the Communologue process to interested 

community members.

Th is fall he will be off ering it to staff  at Bristow 

Middle School where HopeWorks will be piloting a 

program that emphasizes compassionate listening 

and eff ective dialogue skills in the classroom.

Profi les in Hope

 The Mums are Coming

Football and back-to-school aren’t 

the only fall traditions. The HopeWorks 

Annual Mum Sale will be happening on 

September th and th at twenty local 

faith communities,  and on Monday, 

September th from am-pm in front of 

the Crown Supermarket. Your choice of 

pink, yellow, white or burgundy mums in ” 

pots will be available for  each.

Call Molly @ - ext.  for details

What gives you hope? 
“Working with and sharing Communologue with 

this community’s professionals, teachers, parents 

and even students… and seeing their acceptance and 

adoption of this communications technique gives me 

hope.”    Allan Schiff er, Ph.D.

Allan explains that “Communologue is a process 

that helps transform diff erences into sharing and 

confl ict into understanding. It is not a process for 

proving one right and the other wrong as that leads 

to a “win/lose” outcome.

It is a tool that is useful in a variety of activities. 

Communologue creates an environment where 

connections, decisions or healing can happen. 

When cooperation is desired - trust and connection 

is formed; when decisions are needed – creativity 

and solutions fl ow; and when individuals or groups 

seek reconciliation – safety and healing occurs.

Th e more we reduce the distance between people, 

the more they will be able to join their eff orts and 

share their common goals. When we truly listen 

to and embrace each other’s beliefs and feelings 

anything is possible! Th at is the transformational 

power of Communologue.”

Allan Schiff er
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All the attendees, sponsors and 
auction donors for the 9th 
Annual Mayor’s Charity Ball

Donations January 1 through June 30, 2008



Mark your calendars for the

 10th Annual Mayor’s 

Charity Ball

on February 7th, 2009.

Th is major fund raiser for HopeWorks and 

our new partner, Th e Grounds (a safe place to 

chill for West Hartford teens), is a wonderful 

winter evening of fun, feasting and dancing for 

a great cause, the social and emotional health 

of our young people and families. Th e 10th 

anniversary will off er some surprises and promises 

to transform this old/new event into the most 

exciting night of the winter season.

 Call (860) 561-1175 Ext. 703 for details or visit 

www.themayorscharityball.org.

www.hopeworkscentral.

org

Please visit our newly redesigned 

website. In addition to information 

on our services and our Paper 

Interventions, you will also find links 

to local and national resources and a 

staff blog. We welcome your 

suggestions and invite your comments

 on our blog entries.

Providing hope and help to young people and their families through 

counseling, education and community outreach


